
Grade Level
Standards and

Curriculum Overview

Seventh Grade



The California Department of Education has  adopted curriculum
standards for grades TK-12.  Click here for more information.

The purpose of this document is to provide parents and guardians
with an overview of the standards for their child's grade as well as
the curriculum used in PVSD classrooms.

O VERV I EW



E N G L I S H  L A NG UAGE  A RTS

Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the
text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its
development over the course of the text; provide an objective
summary of the text. 
Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g.,
how setting shapes the characters or plot.
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a
text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the
impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration)
on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or
drama. 
Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the
text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their
development over the course of the text; provide an objective
summary of the text. 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a
text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings;
analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone.

Seventh Grade Students will:



E N G L I S H  L A NG UAGE  A RTS

Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how
the major sections contribute to the whole and to the development of
the ideas, point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the
author distinguishes his or her position from that of others.

Seventh Grade Students will:



Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant
evidence.
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey
ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and
analysis of relevant content.
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured
event sequences
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English
grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships,
and nuances in word meanings.
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one,
in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics,
texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own
clearly.  
Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse
media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how
the ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study. 

Seventh Grade Students will:

W R I T I N G  A ND  LAN GU AGE



M A THE M AT IC S

Seventh grade students will explore the following topics:

Ratios and Proportional Relationships
• Analyze proportional relationships and use them to solve real-world and  
  mathematical problems.

The Number System
• Apply and extend previous understandings of operations with fractions to add,     
  subtract, multiply, and divide rational numbers.

Expressions and Equations
• Use properties of operations to generate equivalent expressions.
• Solve real-life and mathematical problems using numerical and algebraic
expressions and equations.

Supporting and Additional Clusters
Geometry
o Draw, construct and describe geometrical figures and describe the relationships
between them.
o Solve real-life and mathematical problems involving angle measure, area,
surface area, and volume.
 Statistics and Probability
o Use random sampling to draw inferences about a population.
o Draw informal comparative inferences about two populations.
o Investigate chance processes and develop, use, and evaluate probability
models.



M A T H E M A T ICS(CONT INUED )

Seventh grade students will explore

Mathematical Practices
1 Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively.
3. Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others.
4. Model with mathematics.
5. Use appropriate tools strategically.
6. Attend to precision.
7. Look for and make use of structure.
8. Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning



A C C E L E R A T E D  M AT H  7

Accelerated 7 course includes above material in addition to 8th grade content
standards including:

Expressions and Equations
• Work with radicals and integer exponents.
• Understand the connections between proportional relationships, lines, and 
   linear equations.
• Analyze and solve linear equations and pairs of simultaneous linear 
   equations.

Functions
• Define, evaluate, and compare functions.
• Use functions to model relationships between quantities.

Geometry
• Understand congruence and similarity using physical models, transparencies, 
  or geometry software.
• Understand and apply the Pythagorean Theorem.
• Solve real-world and mathematical problems involving volume of cylinders, 
  cones and spheres.



H I S T O R Y  S O C IA L  SC I EN CE

In seventh grade, students begin the study of the medieval and early
modern periods which provides them with opportunities to study the rise
and fall of empires, the diffusion of religions and languages, and significant
movements of people, ideas, and products. During these periods, the
regions of the world became more and more interconnected. Although
societies were quite distinct from each other, there were more exchanges of
people, products, and ideas in each century. Students focus on  questions
that get at the larger geographic, historical, economic, and civic patterns of
the world. To answer these questions, students study content-rich examples
and case studies, rather than superficially survey all places, names, and
events. Students approach history not only as a body of content (such as
events, people, ideas, or historical accounts) to be encountered or
mastered, but also as an investigative discipline.

Topics of Study:
The World in 300 CE
Rome and Chritendom, 300CE-1200
Southwestern Asia, 300-1200: Persia and the World of  Islam
South Asia, 300-1200
East Asia, 300-1300: China and Japan
The Americas, 300-1490
West Africa, 900-1400
Sites of Encounter in the Medieval World, 1150-1490
Global Convergence, 1450-1750
The Impact of Ideas, 1500-1750



 S C I EN CE

How does the matter in living and nonliving things differ? 
How does adding or removing thermal energy affect the physical states of matter? 
How do interactions at the atomic level help us understand the observable properties of
organisms and nonliving matter?

How do rocks and minerals record the flow of energy and cycling of matter in the Earth? 
How do we get energy from our food? 
How are hot objects different than cold objects? What changes when they heat up or
cool down?

How can we use interactions between individual rocks or individual organisms to
understand systems as big as the whole geosphere or whole ecosystem? 
How can we use patterns in geosphere interactions to predict the location of resources? 
How can we use patterns in ecosystem interactions to predict how organisms compete
and share resources?

What natural processes and human activities threaten biodiversity and ecosystem
services? 
How can people help sustain biodiversity and ecosystem services in a changing world?

Seventh Grade

Throughout their 6-8 grade science course of study, students will spiral through concepts,
revisiting ideas in increasing complexity and detail while making connections between the
various fields of science, life, earth, and physical.  Students will engage in real-world
phenomena, ask questions, and seek answers to those questions.

Instructional segments:

Organisms and Nonliving Things are Made of Atoms

Matter Cycles and Energy Flows Through Organisms and Rocks 

Natural Processes and Human Activities Shape Earth’s Resources and Ecosystems

Sustaining Biodiversity and Ecosystems Service in a Changing World 



Seventh grade students will receive standards-based instruction using the State
Board of Education adopted materials noted below.

CURR ICULUM


